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COVID-19 highlighted the need for use of real-world data (RWD) in critical care as a near real-time resource
for clinical, research, and policy efforts. Analysis of RWD is gaining momentum and can generate important
evidence for policy makers and regulators. Extracting high quality RWD from electronic health records
(EHRS) requires sophisticated infrastructure and dedicated resources. We sought to customize freely
available public tools, supporting all phases of data harmonization, from data quality assessments to de-
identification procedures, and generation of robust, data science ready RWD from EHRs.
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